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Country Place Period Election Suffrage Citizenship Colony 

Sierra Leone 

(1) 

Freetown 1792-1799 Municipal : 
Centors+hundredors 

Indirect + by families 

Women 1792-1797 

Forme slaves 

USA 

Unit.K 
+C.y of SL 

South Africa Cap Colony 1837-1910 Municipals Male tax-based Few Africains Unit.K 

  1854-1910 Legis. Council    

 2 boers states: 

Orange 

Transvaal 

1856-1902 

+1907 

Presidential 

Legislatives 

Municipals 

Male tax-based 

european 

Pre-Apartheid Unit.K 

(+ Hol.) 

 Union of 4 

provinces (+Natal) 

1910-1948 Legis. Council 

Municipals 

Male tax-based 
Ex boers states : european 

 Unit.K 

 

  1930-1948  Tax-based(european) Vote ‘white’ women  

Liberia   1840-1946 Legislatives 

Presidential  

Male tax-based  

americano-liberians 

favored 

Few Africans 

relative do 
americano-liberians 

Former 

slaves 

USA 

  1946-1980  Tax-based americano- 

Liberian women favored  

More vote of african 

women in 1955 
 

Senegal Dakar+St-Louis 1848+1849 1 deputy in France Male 2 municipalities France 

 4 municipalities 1871-1941 1 deputy in France 

Municipals 
Male 

(including Africans) 

4 municipalities 
(settlers+Africans) 

 

 Leg. with Mauritania 1945-1956 Deputies in Fr. Constituent ass:2 colleges 

(including african women) 
With women  

 (progressive 1947+1953 Territorial Ass. Unique college  With women  

 enlargement) 1958 Municipals Universal 1956:320000vot  

Algeria  Alger + Oran  
(+ Constantine?) 

1848+1849 Presidential Fr. 
4then3deputies in Fr 

Male (french) French ot towns France 

 Alger + Oran 
Then other towns 

1848-1870 Municipals    

 3 departments 1852-1870 Departmentals    

 Cities+villages 

3 departments 

1870-1912 Municipals 
Departmentals 

Male 
(with ‘naturalized’ et jews) 

2 separate colleges :  

indigenous in 'municipal 

electoral body'(Capability) 

Quasi-apartheid 
separation 

'Indigenous' and 

naturalized 

including jews 

 

 (districts) 1871-1936 3 then 6, 5, 6, 9 
deputies in France 

Male – including 

naturalized Algerian 

in which jews 

Quasi-apartheid 

Few Africans 
Vote Algerians  

naturalized (jews in) 

 

 3 departments 1875-1940 3 senators in Fr. 3 Colleges of departments  -  

  1898-1919 Financial 

delegations 

Male 
4 colleges in whih 1 

‘indigenous’(capability) 

Quasi-apartheid 

Few Africans 
Vote Algerians  

naturalized (jews in) 

 

  1919-1940 Departmentals 

Financial 

delegations  

2 colleges : tax-based 

male + capability for 

’indigenous’ and 

Quasi-apartheid 
100 000 algerians  

can vote 

 

   Municipals male for French 425 000 algerians   

  1945-1951 26 then 29 
deputies in France 

½ Fr + ½ Alg. 

2 colleges : French men & 

women + Algerian men. 

French voices weigh more 

Voting rights 

for Algerian 

men 

 

  1948-1954 Algerian Ass.  

½ Fr + ½ Alg. 

2 colleges : French men 

and women + Alg. men. 

Fr. voices weigh more 

Alg. women 

excluded 

 

  1945-1953 Municipals 2 colleges : French men 
and women + Algerian men. 

Algerian women 

excluded 
 

 Country in war 1958 Ref constitution Fr 
67 deputies in Fr. 

Universal with 

Algerian women 
  

 of independence  Presidential Fr Indirect   

Tunisia Tunis 1881-1885 Municipals Tunis Between nomin° and tax-b Separ° Muslims/ Jews France 

  1896-1904 ConsulConf7/37 French male Indirect  Cultural segregat°   

  1905-1921 Consultative Conf French male direct  Exclusion tunisian  

  1922+1928 Great Council 
2 sections : 

2 coll. Fr direct + indirect 

male +Tu:notables masc.ind 
Cultural segregat° 

Muslims / Jews 
 

  1934 French and  1922 fr44+tu18, 1934 fr56+tu41 + social segreg°  



  1945 Tunisian 2col : Fr 53 male+fem 

Tu 53male tax+capab-b 

Exclusion of 

Tunisian women 
 

  1945 2deputieslegisFr French male & female Exclusion Tunisian  

Egypt  1883-1913 Legis. Council 
General Council 
Provincial Councils 

Indirect suffrage in 3 

steps, male tax-based 

Voting 

Africans :13% 

population 

Unit.K 
(+turk) 

 (Monarchy) 1923-1952 Legis. Council 

+ Senatorials 

Indirect suffrage in 

2 steps, male 

100% of men 

have the right 

Unit.K 

Mauritius  1886-1936 LegCouncil10/27 Male taxe-b+capab 1,1%population Unit.K 

  1948-1953 LegCouncil 19/35 Capability: write name With women  

  1959-1968 LegCouncil 40/53 Universal 100%  

Sierra Leone  Freetown 1895-1930 Municipal Male 
(non-tax-based :without certainty) 

Few Africans Unit.K 

(2)  1924-1930 Legis. Council 
3 elected 

Male tax-based 

capability-based 

Vote but are in 

majority. 
 

  1930-1956 Legis. Council 
1930 3el 1955 21el 

Tax+capability-based 

(with women) 

  

 Freetown 1930-1961 Municipal Universal 
(non-tax-based :without certainty) 

  

  1957-1961 House of 

Representatives 

39 elected 

Male non-tax-based 

+Women tax-based 

500 000 voting  

Southern 

Rhodesia  

 - 1899-1923 Legis. Council Shareholders BSAC 

Male tax-based+capa- 

bility. Women1919 

Few Africans 
In practice African 

women excluded 

Unit.K 

+BSAC 
(private) 

future 

Zimbabwe 
 1923-1957 Legis. Council 

Gouvernment 

Tax-based and 

capability-based 

Segregation 

around 1934 
Unit.K 

 
  1957-1965 NB :53+58+62 El.Fédér° Extension of women voting Segregation decrease  

Northern  Future Zambia 1918-1948 Consult. council 

1923 legislatif 
European tax-based 

Male + 1926 women 
Africans excluded Unit.K 

Rhodesia NB:53+58+62 El.Fédér° 1954-1964 Cons Legislatif Tax-based, 1959wom. Electoral Segregation    

Angola 

Cape Verde 

Guinea (Bissau) 

5 colonies Pt 1919-1925 8 deputies  

in Portugal 
Presidentials Pt 

Male 

capability-based :  

read and write port. 

Mostly colonists 
+educated africans 

Exclusion illiterate 

and women 

Portugal 

Mozambique Angola 1934-1942 1 députy in Pt Angola women : begin 1934 + Single party  

São Tomé and 

Príncipe 

5 colonies Pt 1945-1973 10, 9, 18 then 

29 deputies Pt 
Pres.single party 

4 other countries: women : 

beginning in 1945 

(african female suffrage OK 

1975) 

+ Single party 

(in fact,at100%) : 

false multiparty 

 

Kenya  1920-1952 Legis. Council European male+female 

1924 Arabs & Asians 

Exclusion Africans Unit.K 

  1956  Afric. tax-based+capab Women a little  

Nigeria Lagos, Calabar 
Then other towns 

1920-1949 Municipals  Male tax-based Few Africans 

Vote but are in  
Unit.K 

 Lagos, Calabar 1923-1944 Legis. Council 
4 representatives 

 majority.  

 Lagos 1950 Municipals Universal 100%  

 Other towns   Male tax-based Few Africans  

 3 regions : 

West, Est, North 

1951 House of 

Representatives 

136 el. Regional 

Legislative Ass. 

Tax-based indirect. 

West+East : women 
(theoretical) 

North : Male only  

Women can vote 

in East + West, 

but are excluded 

in the North. 

 

  1954-1957 House of Repres 

184 elected 
Regional Legis- 

lative Assemblies 

West East : women 

and tax-based direct 
(Women especially in East) 

North Male tax-b indirect 

Women can vote 

in East + West, 

but are excluded 

in the North. 

 

  1959 House of Repres 

312 el. + Reg. 
Legisl.Assemblies 

West East : universal 

North : Male 
Exclusion of 

women in North 

7,6Ms voting 

 

Bechuanaland Futur Botswana 1921-1961 Eur Advisory Counc European tax-based(fem?) Africans excluded Unit.K 

Swaziland 

 

 

 1921-1964 Eur Advisory Counc Male european Africans excluded Unit.K 



Gold Coast 

future Ghana 

 1925-1945 Legis. Council 
9 el. in which 3direct 

Municipals 

Male tax-based 

3 direct + 6 indirect  

Few Africans 

Vote but are in 

majority. 

Unit.K 

  1946 Legis. Council 
18el.in which 4direct 

Male tax-based 

4 direct + 14 indirect 
  

  1951 LegCounc.38el 

Municipals 
Male Women 

excluded 
 

  1954-1957 Legislatives104el. Universal    

Dahomey 3towns southBenin 1925-1936 AdminCouncil 3el Male tax-based (afr) 1925 470 voting France 
South West Africa = future Namibia 1926-1978 Legis. Council Male european Apartheid Unit.K 

 

* 
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Twenty-two countries in Africa, twenty-one colonized and one independent, had elections before the end of 

the second world war in 1945: Sierra Leone (1792-1799, then 1895), South Africa (1837), Liberia (1840, 

independent), Senegal (1848), Algeria (1848), Egypt (1883), Mauritius (1886), Tunisia (1896), Southern 

Rhodesia - future Zimbabwe (1899), Northern Rhodesia – future Zambia (1918), Angola, Cape Verde, Guinea 

(Bissau), Mozambique and Sao Tome and Principe (5 in 1919), Kenya (1920), Nigeria (1920), Bechuanaland 

– future Botswana (1921), Swaziland (1921), Côte-de-l'Or - future Ghana (1925), Dahomey - future Benin, 

South West Africa - future Namibia (1926).  

Source : Inventory of elections in Africa : Régis Marzin, 20.11.18 
 

Excluding the early experience of Freetown in Sierra Leone between 1792 and 1799, elections arrive in Africa 

in two phases. The first phase is in the nineteenth century between 1837 and 1899 and affects 9 countries. The 

second very fast, from 1918 to 1926, concerns 13 countries grouped together, 7 British colonies, 5 Portuguese 

colonies and one French, before a period of 19 years without any new country. As Sierra Leone between 1895 

and 1926 knows only municipals in Freetown, it could be moved from the first phase group to the second, 

which would give 8 then 9 countries instead of 9 then 8. 

 

* 
 

The only independent country, Liberia, uses tax-based suffrage with a tax-based franchise, which excludes 

Africans for the benefit of the descendants of slaves. Four of the twenty-two countries are colonized by the 

French, Algeria, Senegal, Tunisia and Dahomey. In Senegal, suffrage restrictions are geographical. In Algeria 

and Tunisia, the vote under colonization corresponds almost to an apartheid, through the separation of 

citizenships according to geographical origin, culture, morals and religion, and the selection of privileged 

Africans in a separate college to vote by tax-based and capability-based male suffrage or equivalent. In 

Dahomey, the electoral experience is minimal. Twelve countries undergo British colonization: the colonizer 

sets up tax-based suffrage with a censitaire franchise in 7 countries, South Africa, Egypt, Mauritius, Sierra 

Leone Southern Rhodesia, Nigeria andthe Gold Coast. The other five, Northern Rhodesia, Bechuanaland, 

Swaziland, South West Africa and Kenya has a European vote in segregation totally excluding, male for 

Swaziland and South West Africa, male and female for others. In the five Portuguese colonies, male capacity 

voting between 1919 and 1959 excludes illiterate Africans and all women, before the dictatorship imposed the 

first single-party elections only in Angola between 1934 and 1942. 
 

Prior to universal suffrage and women's voting, the first large-scale full male vote and true democracy without 

women occurred in Egypt in 1923. Suffrage is then indirect. Algeria between 1945 and 1958 get the second 

experience of complete male suffrage, but in this case, it creates a pseudo-demi-democracy based on an 

Algerian half-assembly, and frauds organized by the French administration prevent democratic expression. 



The double assembly is a precarious compromise solution and, in the absence of democracy, appears in 1945 

in Algeria the organized diversion of electoral processes by an administration. Between male suffrage in Egypt 

and Algeria, a form of restricted democracy starts in North Africa but very difficult, since in Egypt, the British 

colonizer quickly limits the power resulting from the elections, without attacking the elections themselves as 

French leaders do it later. 
 

In Sierra Leone from 1924, in the Gold Coast and in Dahomey from 1925, the voting vote strongly limits the 

number of African voters, but they are in the majority because the Europeans are few numerous. A third 

complete non-tax-based male voting experience occurs in the Gold Coast, the future of Ghana in 1951. The 

tax-based suffrage does not preclude the progression of a partial but solid democratic practice in Nigeria 

between 1951 and 1959. 
 

On a small scale, the city of Freetown is a unique place for the diffusion of democracy including Africans: 

first elections of Africa for former slaves of America between 1792 and 1799, then municipal by male suffrage 

from 18951 and universal suffrage in 1930. Four communes in Senegal also know of local democracy by male 

vote, Saint-Louis, Dakar, from 1848 and Gorée and Rufisque from 1871. 
 

Democratization advances strongly when the suffrage mode is discussed, often in several stages. The passage 

from African male taxed-based suffrage to African male non-taxed-based suffrage precedes the acceptance of 

African women's suffrage by the colonizers and, in the case of Northern Nigeria, by the traditional chiefs. In 

most of the twenty-two countries that had elections before 1945, the introduction of women's voting 

corresponds to the implementation of universal suffrage. But in Mauritius, a capability-based suffrage 

continues until 1959 after the introduction of women's suffrage in 1948, and in Kenya in 1956 and 1961, the 

first African suffrage is tax-based for men and women. The vote of women settlers comes before the vote of 

African women in a city, Freetown (1792-1797), for old American slaves, and in 5 countries, Southern 

Rhodesia future Zimbabwe (1923-1957), Northern Rhodesia future Zambia (1926-1959), Bechuanaland future 

Botswana (presumably 'between 1921 and 1930'-1966), South Africa (1930-1948), Algeria (1945-1958), 5 of 

the 10 countries concerned by electoral segregation. In practice, the capacity-based voting or censorship vote 

strongly excludes African women without banning them completely in Liberia (1946-1955) and Sierra Leone 

(1930-1961), and between 1957 and 1961 a taxed-based vote only for women. In practice, the more general 

segregation against Africans, the sexism of the administration and the capacity-based franchise excluding 

illiterates excludes probably totally African women in Angola between 1934 and 1942. Among the exceptional 

cases is the vote of women in Freetown between 1792 and 1797 as heads of families of former slaves, for non-

'african women 'in the sense of non-colonized women claiming themselves educated christianly. 
 

The right to vote for women comes in the twenty-two countries that held elections before 1945 on the 

following dates2: 

- Sierra Leone: 1792-1797: women former slaves heads of families in Freetown, 1930 Freetown 

municipality, tax-based for legislative elections from 1930 to 1961, then 1961 with independence, 

- Southern Rhodesia, future Zimbabwe: 1919 taxed-based, excluding African women in practice, then right 

gradually granted between 1957 and independence in 1965 

- Kenya: 1920 for European, 1956 for African in tax-based and capacity-based franchise (especially in 1961) 

- Northern Rhodesia future Zambia: 1926 for European, 1959 for African 

- Bechuanaland future Botswana: probably between 1921 and 1930 for European, 1966 for African 

- Angola: in theory in 1931 for some European women because the suffrage widens in Portugal between 

1931 and 1968, in capacity suffrage (read and write Portuguese) 

- Senegal: 1945 for French elections between 1945 and 1960 

- Algeria: 1945 for French mainly of European origin, 1958 for Algerian, 

- Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Sao Tome and Principe (and Angola): in theory between 1945 

and 1975, in capacity suffrage (read and write Portuguese), very gradually for European women and perhaps 

some educated African women, 

- Liberia: 1946 especially for American-Liberian, 1955 especially for African, 

- Mauritius: 1948, 

- Nigeria: 1951 tax-based in West and East, 1959 in West and East, 1979 in North, 

 
1 No trace found of tax-based vote. 
2 See also : http://www.journaldesfemmes.com/carriere/0511femmes-politique/droit-vote.shtml , http://womensuffrage.org/?page_id=203, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women%27s_suffrage 



- Gold Coast future Ghana: 1954, 

- Egypt: 1956 (after independence in 1952), 

- Bénin (Dahomey): 1956 

- Tunisia: 1957 (after independence in 1956), 

- Swaziland: 1967 (rather than 1968 according to numbers of votings) 

- Namibia, ex South West Africa: 1989 

- South Africa: 1994 long after independence in 1961, 1930 for 'European' called 'white'. 
 

Before the cold war in 1947, women began to vote in Africa in only 6 countries : between 1792 and 1797 in 

Freetown in Sierra Leone for former slaves, in 1919 in Zimbabwe for the Europeans, in 1920 in Kenya for the 

Europeans (1924-1931 for Indian women), in 1926 Northern Rhodesia future Zambia for the Europeans, 

probably between 1921 and 1930 Bechuanaland future Botswana for the Europeans, in Sierra Leone in 1930, 

in Senegal in 1945, in Algeria in 1945 for the Europeans, in Liberia in 1946 for the American-Liberian. 
 

For these twenty-two countries, African women, considering them globally excluded from the tax-based vote, 

begin to vote in Senegal in 1945 and in 1948 in Mauritius for women able to sign their name. We must wait 

then 1948 in Mauritius, 1954 in Ghana, 1955 in Liberia, 1956 in Egypt and Dahomey (Benin), 1957 in Tunisia, 

1958 in Algeria, 1959 in East and West Nigeria, 1959 in Northern Rhodesia future Zambia, 1961 in Sierra 

Leone and Kenya (1956 a little), 1965 in Zimbabwe, 1966 in Bechuanaland future Botswana, 1967 in 

Swaziland, 1975 in the five Portuguese colonies although in theory voting is possible in Angola from 1934 

and from 1945 in the other 4 countries, 1989 in Namibia, 1994 in South Africa. Outside Senegal, the early 

pre-independence elections do not favor the arrival of women's suffrage and consequently universal suffrage. 

In the end, the history of women's suffrage and universal suffrage merges with the history of independence. 
 

Before the independence of the countries that had held elections before 1945, except for Liberia, universal 

suffrage, that means non-tax-based and including women, began in the municipalities of Freetown just after 

1930. It is applied in Senegal between 1945 and 1958, from the municipal elections of July 1, 1945, then to 

the legislative elections of October 21, 1945, to the legislative elections of June and November 1946, then 

1951, 1956 and 1958 and the municipal elections of 1956. On a small scale, it starts again at of Lagos in 1950 

in Nigeria. On a large scale, it was introduced in the Ghanaian legislatures - in Gold Coast - in the legislative 

elections of June 15, 1954 and July 17, 1956, from 1955 in the presidential and legislative elections in Liberia, 

in the French legislative elections in Dahomey in 1956, in the referendum on the French Constitution in 

Algeria in 1958, from 1959 to the legislative elections in Mauritius, in the Nigerian legislatures of 12 

December 1959, in the East and West regions, while women were excluded in the North. 

 

* 
 

Main personalities are distinguished by their actions in favor of democracy during the period of colonization. 

Concerning, Sierra Leone, the English Granville Sharp (1735-1813), known to have been a Londonian 

supporter of the abolition of slavery, has the idea in 1786 to create a new Christian and egalitarian society of 

former American slaves, an utopia he called 'Province of Freedom'. He developed plans and pleaded with the 

British government to arrive at the creation of the colony of Freetown from 1787. In this city, between 1792 

and 1799, take place the first elections of Africa, those of 'tythingmen' and 'centors'. Isaac Anderson (? -1800) 

was the most charismatic elected representative in Freetown between 1792 and 1799. When the British Empire 

ended this first African election experience in December 1800, the first politician and elected leader of Africa, 

Isaac Anderson, is hanged. 
 

In Liberia, on December 1, 1840, the first elections are held. These are the first elections in Africa for an 

executive position. The former American slaves and some African, very few because of the male tax-based 

vote - owner of a house or hut in this case -, elected 10 councilors and a lieutenant-governor or vice-governor, 

who second the governor of the American Colonization Society. Joseph Jenkins Roberts (1809-1876), the 

sheriff of European origin, probably Welsh, is elected lieutenant governor. He became governor on September 

3, 1841, and after the independence of Liberia on July 26, 1847, he was finally the first elected president in 

Africa on September 27, 1847. 
 



Between 1848 and 1850, in Cape Town, South Africa, intellectual British settlers such as William Porter, 

Saul Salomon, John Fairbairn, John Charles Molteno, Andries Stockenström and Hercules Jarvis plead 

for elections that bring autonomy to the colony in integrating the African population. They obtained in the 

Constitution of Cape Town of 1853 a suffrage for the elections of the Legislative Councils, which allows the 

first Africans to vote in April or May 1854. 
 

In Sierra Leone, a child of liberated slaves, Samuel Lewis (1843-1903), a former lawyer in London, sits on 

the Legislative Council of Sierra Leone from 1874 to 1882, and pleads for municipal elections by male vote 

in Freetown, which he gets in 1795. This slave descendant becomes the first elected mayor of Freetown and 

the first 'African' mayor in Africa. 
 

In Egypt, in 1883, the British diplomat Frederick Hamilton-Temple-Blackwood, Marquis of Dufferin or Lord 

Dufferin (1826-1902) proposed to involve the Egyptians in the management of the colony by creating 

representative institutions without real legislative powers. It obtains the creation of Provincial Councils, part 

of a Legislative Council and part of a General Council. He designs an electoral system in the form of a pyramid 

with 4 floors. According to a tax-based principle, about 800,000 Egyptian men acquire the right to vote over 

the period from 1883 to 1922. The election of 1883 in Egypt is the first mass election of Africans at the scale 

of a country. 
 

In Senegal, between May 1914 and May 1934, Blaise Diagne (1872-1934) was the first member of parliement 

of African origin elected in Africa in a parliament in Europe. Two French colonies, Algeria and Senegal, have 

sent members of parliement to Europe since 1848, while in the British Empire, elected representatives of 

African colonies sit on the Legislative Councils of the countries. Alongside the executives in the form of 

governors, the legislative logics of the two great empires are opposed: the British envisage laws specific to 

their colonies discussed in each colony to better manage and stabilize these colonies. 
 

In 1917, the politician Casely Hayford (1866-1930) founded in Gold Coast, future Ghana, the association 

National Congress of British West Africa (NCBWA), pleads in London for the development of democratic 

institutions in the British West African colonies of Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Gold Coast. Elections are in 

place for legislative councils in 1920, 1924 and 1925 respectively. 
 

In Algeria, Khaled El-Hassani Ben El-Hashemi Ibn Hadj Abdelkader, known as Emir Khaled (1875-

1936), representative of the movement of 'Young Algerians' or 'Youth Party' which claims civic and political 

rights, wins the municipal natives elections of Algiers on November 30, 1919, was elected at the election of 

the General Council of February 1, 1920 and the election of the Financial Delegation of April 18, 1920. 

Municipalities were canceled and in 1923 the leader was pushed to the exile by French leaders. 
 

In 1919, women of European descent vote for the first time in Africa, Southern Rhodesia, future Zimbabwe3. 

On April 30, 1920, Ethel Tawse Jollie née Cookson and widow Colquhoun (1874-1950) is elected to the 

Legislative Council of the British South Africa Company (BSAC) and remained there from 1920 to 1928. 

This European of origin is the first woman elected in the Commonwealth and in Africa. 
 

On February 22, 1922, under the pressure of the independence movement 'Wafd', led by the Egyptian Saad 

Zaghloul (1958-1927), the United Kingdom recognizes a partial independence of Egypt. In 1923, the English 

crown accepte a constitution establishing a bicameral parliament composed of a House of Representatives 

elected by male non-tax-based vote and a Senate. The legislative elections of September 27, 1923 and January 

12, 1924, led to the victory of the 'Wafd' party which won 188 seats out of 215. Despite the exclusion of 

women as in Europe at the time, these elections constitute the first democratic elections of Africa at the country 

level. Saad Zaghloul is the first African leader to get democracy. He became Prime Minister on January 26, 

1924. But this year, the British occupier limits the powers of the elected Egyptian and pushes him to resign, 

which occurs as of November 24, 1924. 
 

In Nigeria, in 1923, the politician Herbert Macaulay (1864-1946) founded the Nigerian National Democratic 

Party (NDP) in 1923, which dominated the early stages of Nigerian political life between 1923 and 1933. 

 

 
3 Excluding rare English women from Freetown between 1792 and 1797 who could have been 'heads of families' by being widowed, for example. 



In Côte-de-l'Or, Ghanaian politician Kwame Nkrumah (1909-1972), leader in 1947 of the United Gold Coast 

Convention (UGCC) party, then in 1949 of the Convention People's Party Party (CPP), leads the struggle for 

elections and independence and won from his prison the first legislative elections in 1951 by 34 seats out of 

38 before becoming head of government. 
 

The diversion of electoral process by an administration is experienced for the first time in Africa by the French 

administration, which diverts the electoral process of the 60 African deputies of the Algerian Assembly of 

April 11, 1948. The administration is led by Governor Marcel-Edmond Naegelen (1892-1978) under the 

President of the Council in Paris, Robert Schuman (1886-1963). The diversion is done on the day of the vote. 

The methods of diversion used are the pressures on the Algerian nationalists and the voters, the arrests of the 

candidates on the day of the vote and the jams of ballot boxes. The victim parties are the Movement for the 

Triumph of Democratic Freedom (MTLD) parties of Messali Hadj (1898-1974) and the Democratic Union 

of the Algerian Manifesto (UDMA) of Ferhat Abbas (1899-1985). The French administration continues to 

divert electoral processes in the legislative elections of 1951 and the election of the Algerian Assembly of 

1954. The diversion of electoral processes by the French administration in Algeria in 1948, 1951 and 1954 is 

one of the causes of the Algerian war that starts in 1954.  
 

Thus, between 1792 and 1945, important African personalities are distinguished to launch the process of 

African democratization. The first electoral politician in Africa between 1792 and 1800, the former slave Isaac 

Anderson ends up hanged by the British. The lawyer and descendant of Sierra Leonean slaves Samuel Lewis 

is in 1895 the first 'African' mayor of Africa. In 1917, 'Ghanaian' Casely Hayford leads a successful advocacy 

for constitutions incorporating partially open elections for Africans in Nigeria, Sierra Leone and the Gold 

Coast. In 1919, the Algerian Emir Khaled manage to win in the municipal elections in a first victory of 

'indigenous' against the French electoral apartheid. In 1923, the Egyptian separatist leader Saad Zaghloul 

obtains from the British the first truly democratic episode in a country in Africa. Beginning in 1947, Ghanaian 

politician Kwame Nkrumah lead the struggle for independence through civil disobedience and the demand 

for democratic representation. 
 

In addition, two major steps are achieved thanks to the initiatives of two Europeans: between 1787 and 1792, 

British anti-slavery activist Granville Sharp designed the first electoral system for Freetown in Sierra Leone, 

and in 1883 the diplomat, also British, Lord Dufferin, conceives for Egypt the first electoral system allowing 

Africans to vote massively. A woman is also noticed, Ethel Tawse Jollie, of European origin, is in 1920 the 

first woman elected in the Commonwealth and Africa. On the side of the destroyers of democracy, stand out 

the French Marcel-Edmond Naegelen and Robert Schuman. The latter, an illustrious architect of the 

European construction, shines, without this being seen too much, in the conception of the first diversion of 

electoral processes in Algeria in 1948. The French leaders then experiment a mode of crisis management by 

uncertain and already obsolete compromises, sources of long-term deteriorations and causes of new crises 

even more serious. 
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